,‘

sprawling city bustles with the loud racket of morning

rush hour. Crowds of commuters hurry past each other;

skirting by construction sites. Suddenly one traveler

bumps into another and sets off a shouting match.
Others in the vicinity join in. Adding to the loud squabbleare
honking and screeching noises from down the road, where there’s
yet another traffic jam. Eventually the gridlock eases and the
commuters continue, ready to get on with their day.

This may seem like a typical morning in a big metropolis like
New York City. But the scene is set in Antarctica, and these com-
muters are really chinstrap penguins on their way to their forag-
ing grounds. Chinstraps are flightless, two-foot-tall birds that live

‘in and around Antarctica and nest in crowded communities called
colonies. Many chinstrap colonies are home to hundreds of thou-
sands of individuals and have a lot in common with man-made
urban centers. The seabirds that inhabit them are the ultimate
city slickers.

Like human cities, chinstrap colonies are extremely noisy. Every
November, near the start of summer in Antarctica, members of
different colonies arrive at their breeding grounds on Antarctica’s
shores. Here the chinstrap penguins squawk practically nonstop.

TWO CHINSTRAPS
IN A COLONY COURT

ONE ANOTHER
WITH LOUD
VOCALIZATIONS.

Chinstrap
penguins
are named for

that resemble
helmet
chinstraps.

FRANS LANTING / NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC CREATIVE
(COURTING MATES); KLEIN & HUBERT / NATURE PICTURE
LIBRARY (BIG IMAGE); © JAMES LOWEN / FLPA / MINDEN

PICTURES [COLONY FROM ABOYE]; MARTIN WALZ [MAF)
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chinstrap penguins
Li

Toattracta
mate, male chin-
straps stretch out
their wings, throw
back their heads,
and bray.

These
penguins eat
snow to cool down
when they feel
too warm.
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) { : Between 2008 and 2012, scientists in
' are ce Antarctica sent a remote-controlled

robot designed to look like a bird into a
colony of emperor penguins. These birds
tend to shy away from humans. The
. - researchers figured that the bot—
- - o which had a built-in camera—would be
' i able to spy on the colony without dis-
rupting it. And they were right. The bot
was accepted into the community and
| - . it : filmed actual penguins. Scientists plan

2 il ate ' penc to use the undercover agent in the
e 1 er the future to learn more about the animals.
o+ 2 . mbers spend This is definitely not a bird-brained idea!
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